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© Bhe was a perfectiy 1ormea wouinn
on the npcient poble lnes of Miw
riather than the degenerate sAoftnoess
of Medlel. 8She grew siranger of b
and fuller of hreath, nquickeor ond
stendier of eye and hand, cooler aof
nerve, in these demanding, compeliing
adventures among the rocks In this
mountaln alr. She wau not a tall
woman, indeed sHUghtly under rather
than over the medlum size, hut she
waa g0 perfectly proportioned, she enrs
rled heraelf with the fenrlensness of a
young chnmols, that she looked taller
than shoe was.  There was not an
ounce of superfuous fesh upon her,
vt sha had the grace of Hebe, the
strength of Pallag Athone, and the
awiftness of motlon of Atalantn,  Hag
she hut earrlod baw pod spenr, haid
the worn tunle and sandals, shs eyt
have gtood for IMana and she would
have had no cause to Llugh by eom
parlson  with the finest model af
Praxiteles' ehlusl or the most splen-
did and glowing example of Appelles
brush,

Tncle Robert was delighted with
hor; his contributlon to her western
outfit was a small Winchester, She
tlsplayed astonlshiing aptititde under
hin Instructlong and goon beenme won-
derfully proficlent with that deadly
weapon and with a  revolver alsn
There was Nttle danger to be appre
hended In the daytime amonug the
mountains, the more experlenced men
thought, still 1t was wise for the girl
alwaya to have n weapon In readiness,
50 In her journeyings, elther the Win-
chester was slung from her shoulder
or carried In her hand, or elfie the Colt
dangled nt her hip. At first she took
both, but finally it was with reluce
taneo that she could be persuaded to
take elther. Nothing bad ever hap
pened, Save for a few birds now and
then she had saomed the only tenwnt
of tho wilderness of her cholee,

One night after a eamping experl-
ence of nearly two weeks Inthe moun-
talne and Just before the time for
breaking up and going back to civil:
featlon, she announced that enrly the
next morning she wins going down the
eanon for a day's fishing excursion

None of the party had ever fol:
lowed the lttle river very far, but jt
was known that some ten miles below
the stream merged In a lovely gem-
llke lake In a sort of erater In the
mountaing.  From thente by a series
of water falls It descended through
the foothllls to the distant plains be-
yond,
climh one especlally dangerous snd
ambition provoking peak which towe

erefdl above them and which had nover
bofore been surmounted &0 Inc  as
they knew. Enld enjoyed mountaln
cellmbing, Bhe Hked the uplift in feel
ing that came from golug higher and
higher till some crest was galned, but
on thls occislon they urged ber 1o ace
company them In valn,

When the fixity of her declsion was
established she had n numher of offers
to accompany her, hut decilned them
all, bidding the others go thelr way.
Mrs. Mnitland, who was not feeling
vory well, old Xirkhy, who had
climbed too mwsr mountalng 1o feel
much Interest B Mat game, and Pate
the horse wrafi®w® who had to look
after the stos  malned in camp;
the others wru w axeeption of Enid
Bterted at daybreak for (helr long as-
cent. She walted untfl the sun wns
erhout an hour high and then bada
good:bye to the three and bogan the
descent of the canon, Travellng light,
for she was golng far—farther, indeed,
than she knew~—she left her Winches-
ter at home, but carrled the revolyer
with the fishing tackle and substantial
luncheon.

Now the river—a river by courtesy
only—and the canon tiurned sharply
beack on themselves Just bevond the
Ittle meadow where the camp was
pitehed. Past the tents that had been
thelr home for thig joyous periad the
river ran due eant for a few hundred
fect, after which it curved sharply,
donbled back and flowed wostward
for several mlles before it gradually
swung around to the east on its prop-
er course agnin,

It had been Enld's purpose to cut
across the hills and strike the river
where It turned eastward once more,
avolding the long detour back. In
fact, sbe had declared her Intention
of doing that to Kirkby and he had
Elven her careful directlons so that
£he should not get lost in the moun-
{aing,

Dut she had plenty of time and no
excuse or reason for saving It, she
never tired of the charm of the canon:
therefore, instead of plunging directly
over the spur of the range, she fol-
lowed the famillar trail and after sho
bad passed westward far beyond the
limits of the camp to the turning, sha
decided, In accordance with that ut-
terly Irresponsible thing, & woman's
will, that she would not go down the

canon that day after all, but that she
would cross back over the range and
strike the river a few miles above the
camp and go up the canon.

She had been up In that direction a
few tlmes, but ouly for a short dis-

tange. as the ascent above the camp

The others bad arranged o |

UE VOTY BOLC), 10 amve o @
more (han & omile the brook was ony
A suceession of water fall; the hest
firhing was bholow the catmp atd the
finest wandg wore doeper in the canon.
She suddenly concluded  that  she
woulid ke to gee what was up In that
unexplored sectlon of the country ani |
40, with seareely a momentary hest- |
tatiot, she abandoned her former plan
nnd bopan the ascent of the ranee |

Unon declslons 80 lghtly  taken |
whnt  momentons congpquences de-
pond? Whether khe shoull go up the
atrenm or down the stream, whether
she should follow the rivulet to Its |
soiree or descend It o {ts mouth,
wAs apparently a matter of Hitle mo- |
iwent, yet her whole Hfe turned abso
lutely upom that deelslon, The trlh-1
and uneoneldessd cholee of the houg
Was frought with gravest possiiiiips
Had that election been made with any
suspleion, with any foreknowledge, had

ao

’m"ly rlm itions Innk

uran the hear-
s above o earth  Beneats.
aye and the wafters under the eamti
fur below, Tomorrow'!—it 1is gor-
erally kpown shpt we b not usually
attempt the high polots in Hfe's ranps
atonee, content are we with lower ul-

the

Ctitles today,

There wns no sound nhave her: the
rushing water over the roeks upon
the nearer #lde she could hear faint-
¥; there wasno wind ahout her to gtir
the long needlen of the pines. It was
very still, the kind of a Rlillness of
body which I the outward and visihie
complement of that stiliness of the
#oul in. which men koow God. Thero
had been to enrthquake, no swrm.
the mountaing had nat hedved benenth
hvr fetct, the grent and thm: wind
had not pnsred by, the rocka had not
been rent and broken, yot Enid caught
{ hereelt Hetoning as It tor # volon. The

lthrlll of mnlesty, ellonce, lonollness

Wan upti e She siesi—one stangs
when thers I8 a chance of meoting
God on the way. one does not kneel
until he comes—with her ralsed hands
clasped, hor hond upiited fn exuline
bon unsponkable, God-eonanered with
lier face to heaven upturned,

“I wiil it up mine eyes
hilly whence cptneth my
her heart sang voicelesaly,

1o the
radvation,”
“We prats:

thes, ‘oh, Gol, we magnily thy haly
ame forever” flontod through her
liriln, In grent apprecinilon of (he

| marvelous work of the Almighty shap

water doshing ngninet her own sweet [
warm Young body changed the cur-
rent of hor thoughts—the antielpa-
tion of It rather,

Impalalvely she dropped hker rod
uion  the grass, unpinned her hat,
threw the fishing basket from her
shonlder. She was woaring a stout
iwenter; that, too, jolned the rest.
Nervous hands manipulated buttons
and the fastenings, lu o few moments
the sweat flgure of youth, of beauty,
of purlty and of Innocence brightenesd
the sod and shed 8 white luster upon
the green of the grass smd moss and
nines, reflacting Heght to the gray
brown rocks of the range, 8o FEve
mny have looked on some hright Eden |
morning. A few steps forwnrd nnd
this nymph of the woods, this nalnd of
the monntiins, piunged Into tho clear,
cold  witers of the pool—a water
sprite and her fountaln!
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The Bear, the Man and the Flood.

The wanter was deep enough to re
eelve hor dive and the pool was long
enoigh 10 enable her to awim a few
straked. The first ohill of the Yoy wa-
ter wis goon fost In the vigoroua mo-
tions In which she indulged, but no
more huminn form, however hardy and
inured, could long endure that frigid
Iath. Reluctantly, yet with the knowl.
odizo that #he must go, after one moras
Sweoplng dive anld a foew magnificent
ghe ralzed her bead from e
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water lapping hor white shouldors and anteed o give satisfaction,  Clean towels for el anid
shaking her face elear from the drops
| of eryvstnl, fuend the gshore, [t wos o n\'u]‘j‘ eipstonger .,
longer untenanted, she was no longer
wone
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clothes, looking stralght at her, hay
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toning or farseeing of probabilities, i | lence, nothing having given her tho teand T will fix them up for vou.
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hut' an fmpulse, a whim, the vagrant naw garing at her with red, hungry,
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chanfe of & moment, and behold' a covetons: fillod with the eml lust of
e Is changed. On one alde v--m‘ k . dosire and enrnnl postosslon, and yot
youth and Innocence, freedom  and with o giint of surprise o them, too,
bappinesy, a happy day, n good rest F3 | as if he did oot know quite whnt to
by the cheerful fire at nlght; on the | make of the white lovelinesy of this
other, perll of lle, strugele, love, lun-.\r-m--:l apparition flashing so sud- *
Jealousy, welf saerifics, devotion, suffer. | denly at him out of the water, (hi ali i S S I act 0-
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be granted; that It has been given to
but One to foreses bis own future,
for no power apparently could enable
ns to stand up against what might be,
becaure we are only human heings
not sufficlently allght with the spark
divine. We walt for the end bhocause
we must, but thank God ¢ know it
not untll It comes,

Nothing of thin appeared to the girl
that bright punny morning, Fate hid
In thoge mountning under the gulse of
fancy. Lighthearted, carefres, fitted
with buoyant joy over every fact of
e, she left the Nowing water and
acaled the el btevond whioll In the
wilderness she wax to find after all,
the world.

The ascent was longer and more
difficult and dangerous than she had
imagined when she first confronted t,
perhapn It was typlea] und foretold bier
progress. More than once ghe had
to stop and carefully examine the face
of the canon wall for & practieable
tralli more than onee she had to ex-
erclen extremest care In her climb,
but she was & bold and fearless moun:
tafnesr by this time and at fast sur-
mounting every difficully she atood
panting slightly, a lttle tired, but
trlumphant upon the summit,

The ground was rocky and broken,
the timber line was close nbove her

were into the heavens, her goul leaped
to meet Itn maker. Thinking to find
God she walted thero on the heaven
Kleeing hill,

How long she stayed sha did not
reallze; she took no note of time: it
did mot oceur to ber even to look at
the watch on her wrist, she had AwWent
the siixling cut off as It were by the
peaks when first she cpme, and when
at last she turned away—event divin-
est moments must have an end—ship
looked not hackward. She saw not o
lttle cloud hid on the horlzon beliind
the rampart of the ages, as it were,
00 blgker than n man's hand, a cloud
full of portent and which would alarm
greatly the veteran Kirkby In the
samp and Maitland on (he mountaln
top. Doth of them unfortunately wora
unable to reo {t, ons helng on the
other side of the ravge, nnd the other
decp in the canon, and for hoth of
them me for the girl the sun stiy
shone brightly,

The doeclivity to the rilver on the
apper Elde was comparatively easy
and Enld Maitland went slowly and
thoughtfully down to 1t untll she
reached the young torrent. She got
fer tackle ready, but did no casting,
68 ghe made her way slowly up the
ever nnrrowing, ever rising ennon.

and she judged that she must be sev-
eril miles ffam the camp. The eaton
was very rrooked, she could sea only
a few hundred yards of It In any di-
rection. She scanned her elreum-
reribed limited horizon eagerly for the
smoke from the great fire that they
always keopt burning in the eamp, but
not a £1gn of it was visthle She was
evidently a thousand feet ubove ihe

river whence she had ecome. Her
standlng ground was a rocky ridge
which fell nway more gently on the
other slile for perhaps two hundred
foet toward the same brook. She
conld see through vistas tn the trees
the uptossed peaks of the main range,
bare, chaotic, snow crowned, lonely,
majentic, terrible,

The awe of the everlasting hills is
greater than that of heaving seas
Save in the Infrequent perlods of ealm,
the Intter alwnys moves; tha moun
talns are the same for all time, The
ocean Is qulck, nolsy, living; the
mountains are calm, still—dead!

The girl stood as it wers on the
roof of the world, a solltary human

belng, so Inr ns she knew, In the eye |

of God above her. Ah, but the eyes
divine look long and see far; things
bevond the hutiin ken are all re
venled, Nene of the party had ever
come thlg far from the camp in this
Mrection ehe knew, And she was
glad to Lo the first, ag she fatuously
deilevad, to observe that majestle soll-
tude,

Surveying the great range she won-
dered where the peak cllmbers might
be. Keen sighted though shoe was, she
could not dizcover thewm. The erest
that they were attempting lay In an-
other direction hldden by a nearer
spur. She was In the very heart of
the mountaing; peaks and ridges rose
ill about her so much so that the gen.
eral dirsrtion of the great range was
lost,
fliung coenvity of crest and rangs, She
maried one towering point to the right
of her that rose massively grand above
all the others. Tomorrow she would
otimh ta that hieh notnt agd from 224

She was at the center of a far |

Sho was charmed and thrilled by the
| wild beauty of the way, the spell of
| the monntains was deop upon  her.
Thoughtfully she wandered on until
| presently she came to another lttle
amphitheater like that where the
camp  wna  pitched, only smaller,
Strange to say, the brook or river
nere hroadencd In a little pool per-
| 28ps twenty feet across; a turn had
{ thrown n full force of water Agalnst
the hogn boulder wall acd in ages

of effort n glant eup had been hol-
| lowed out of the natlve rock. The
| ool was perhaps four or five feet

leep, the rocky bottom worn smooth,

The clearing was upon tho opposite

side and the banks were heavily
}numtml beyond the spur of the rock
Iwhlch formed the back of the pool.

She could see the trout In It. She

made ready to try her fortune, hut
! hefore she did so an Iden cie to
! her——daring, unconventional, extraore
dinary, begot of fenocence and lnaxe
perlence.

The water of coursa was very cold,
but she hnd been accustomed all her
life to taking a bath &t the natural
temperature of the water at whatever
scison. She Knew that the only peo-
ple In that wilderness were the mem-
hers of her own party, three of them
were at the camp below; the others
were ascending 4 mountain  miles
awny. The canon was deep sunk, and

|

the eatisfied herself by careful obser
vatlon thal the pool was not over-

looked by any elevations far or near.
Her ablutions In common with
thore of the rest of the campers had

been by plecemeal of necessity, Iere |

wWas an opportunity for & plutge In a
nattural btk tub. She was as certaln
that she would be under no ohserva:
tlon ns If she were In the privacy of
hor own chamber. Here agaln Impulse
determined the end. In epite of her
agnurance there was some little ap-

alout her, but it soon vanished. There
wis no one. She was absolutely
#lone. The pool and the chance of
the plunge had brought her down to
earth ngaln; the thought of the en-
Vivening avhilaration of the pure cold

prehencion In the glance that she cast |

immensely powerful. Ills broad square
head moved restlessly, [ls langed
touth opened and & low hoarse grow)
came from the fod cavern of his
thront, He was an old and terribilo
monster who hud tasgtod the blood of
man and who would not hesitate to
attack without provocatfon, eepeeinlly
anything at onea so harmliess and 8o
whitely Inviting as the girl {n the
ool

The girl forgot the chlll of the water
in the borror of that maoment.  Alone,
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eontinent in front of her, she could
neither fight nor fly; she could only
walt his pleasure. He snuffed at her
clothing a moment and steod with
onp fore foot advanced for & seqond
or two growling deeply, evidently, she
thought with almost  superhiuninn
heenness of porcoption, preparing to
leap Into the pool snd seize upon her.

The rish of the current as {t swirled
about Hor caused her lo swiy gently,
otherwizge she stood motloniess and
apprehiensive, awlully expectant. She
had made no sound, and save for that
low growl the gront beust had been
equally sllent, There wan an awlul
fixity in tho gazo she turned upon him
and he wavered under 18, 1L annoyed
him. It bespoke & little of the doms
inance of the human, Bul sho was
too surprised, too unnerved, too des.
perately frightened to put forth the
full power of mind over matter. Thera :
was piteous appeal in ber gaxe. The o Wolf J G e ke
bear renlized this and mastered her LN Jdohnson A, W. Morrow M. 1L siinons
sufliclently, Fo A Matthiews W. 0 Gitison

8he dld not know whether she was T.5

Bank of Forsyth,

Capital, $15,00000
Forsyth, Mo.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS:
M. C. Grant, J. B. Micks,

J. W, Huehes.

Jesse Nance.
W. C. Gibson,

———
T OF STIHR HOLDERS:

lisai Nty M.t Jo 0 Nwtient 4. L, Morrow I, A, Thomns
&oF. lirm-:lvu
JoW. Hughes L, V. Gibson

H.d Matler di H, Bird

. M, Grootis

L Bt L, tny M K. Binl Lis Tee Stivlt T Lewis R, O, Foil
gs the wa!rt" or In the alr; thers were JdOimts 3 W, Roese 16 F, Pownrs W, R Adiins L NG finrtt
Ut two points upon which her cop- dogee Gearhnet Jo M. Davidaon Jus, Hires W. M. Mancs Ldee Hivkas
telonaness was foenssed In the vast

ollipse of her imaglontion. Another
moment or two and all colerency of
thoneht would be gone. The grizzly
St vnanttied and uneasy before her
awful glanee, but not detorred by It,
turned its great head sideways o It
tle 1o escape the direct Immoblle
stare brought hls gharp clawed foot ' ' - -
down heavily and lorehed lorward,

Searcely had a minute elapsed in
which all this happened. That buge
threntening heave of the great body
toward ber relleved the tension, Shoe
found volee at last. Although It was
absolutely futlle, she reallzed as she
orfed, her released Iips framed the
loud appeal,

“Help! for God's sake”

Although she knew she cried but
to the bleak walls of the canon, the |
drooping plnes, the ruahing river, the
distant heaven, the appeal went forth
accompantes by the mightlest con-
Juratlon kiown to man,

“Far God's sake, help!™

How dare poor humanity so plead,
the donbter erles. What Is it to God
if orie suffers, another bleeds, another |
dies? What answer could come out of |
ihut silent sky? Rometimes the Lord |
anvaks with the loud volcs of menh
fashloning, instead of in that ltlllr
whisper which 1s his own, and the
found of which we full to eatch beo!
canse of our own fgnoble babbie. |

The answer {o her praver came
with a roar fn her nervous frightenecd
ear like a clap of thunder, Ere the |
first echo of It dled awsy, It was gue- |
ccaded by another and another and
another, echolng, rolling, reverberst-
Ing among the rocks in ever dimiuish-
fne hut long drawn gut peals
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